
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



364 Description of the Cave of Skeenaririka. [Nov. 



kings, and a thousand superstitions 
which religion sanctions, which in- 
volve nations and parlies in animosi- 
ties, tending to confusion, violence, 
and blood, are all of this kind. Our 
admirable constitution in church and 
state, the great boast of statesmen 
and gownsmen, wh-) denominate one 
the last effort of political wisdom, 
and declare of the other that it came 
down from Heaven, are perhaps 
some of them of this kind, tending 
to absurd, irrational consequences, 
and evidence that those who main* 
tain them have Inst their reason. 
But as the multitude with the men 
of Abdera are infected, they are 
not sensible of it. No mad houses 
or lunatic asylums are erected for 
these unhappy victims : they pass 
one another in the street, they see 
others like themselves ; they have 
not the smallest consciousness of 
their unhappy predicament, that 
they are really in the eye o( truth 
and reason involved and enrolled in 
the list of insanity. 

Restoie dethroned reason to her 
seat and dominion in the human 
mind ; bring her up out of the dun- 
geon where mankind by common 
consent have cast her, vilified as 
she has been and basely traduced 
by religion (so called.) Bring her 
bark : let her display her standard 
of correctness and purity. Try all 
your systems both religious and po- 
litical by it : see how far they quad- 
rate to her rule and standard, man 
that instant recovers his rank in the 
scale of created beings. With infi- 
nite del:ght and complacency he 
looks down with benignant eye on 
the creatures' subject to him ; this is 
humanity : with the most perfect 
beneficence he greets his fellow ot 
the same rank in existence, and 
takes him by the hand ; this is phi- 
lanthropy : with the most profound 
reverence and filial awe he looks up 
to and contemplates trie Divine Au- 



thor of his being, and with thank- 
fulness acknowledges the boon, the 
restoration to the perfectness of rea- 
son ; tins is religion. 

AS. 

To the Proprictort of tht Bel/ail Magaxtiu. 
GtNTLEMEN, 

■yiSfTlNGsome friends inthecoun- 
ty Tipperarv.I had a mind to take 
a view 'of the cave of Skeenarkina, 
which implies, I am told, the cave 
of grey sheep. It is in a hill on 
the road fromCahir to Michelstown, 
four miles from the latter and twelve 
from the former place ; two miles 
distant from Lord Lismore's gothic 
(new built) structure at Sbanhally, 
and six from Clogheen. I am thus 
particular, that tourists may know 
where to find it. The mouth of the 
cave presents nothing remarkable, 
you enter it on the north side of the 
hill, about forty feet above the level 
of the road which *kirts the base of 
the hill, by a narrow chasm in the 
rock about three feet wide. You 
descend by a laddir about twenty 
feet, from thence descend about 
twenty feet more along a shelving 
of loose stones, whtn the wonders 
of this subterraneous scenery begin 
to present themselves, which to see 
in perfection, you must have five 
or six men with flams or large can- 
dles to accompany and advance be- 
fore you. When the light is thus 
judiciously disposed, you will see 
such, scents of enchantment as 
scarcely any Eastern tale ever pre- 
sented to the imagination for Ara- 
bian night's entertainment. The 
whole seems one prodigious petri- 
faction, encrusting the solid lime- 
stone rock with spars and crystals. 
Here nature works by unceasing 
operation, every moment presenting 
new varietiesof this diversified scene- 
ry ; and what Gray says of the many 
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gems " of purest ray serene," which 
" the dark nnfathoia'd caves of o- 
ceanbear," no doubt are finished 
off and finishing in Nature's labora- 
tories in thousand places, besides 
these here and at Paros and Antipar- 
os, and a few places more which the 
curious eye has explored ; but here 
let us apply the sentiment of our 
sublime bard, 

- . . ■ ™ Nor think tho* men were none 
^That heaven would want spectators j God 
want praise **' 

It appears to me a very Tain at- 
tempt indeed, to set about to des- 
cribe the wonders of this subterrane- 
ous theatre of nature's magnificence. 
We arrive as we descend to a cen- 
tral chamber, from whence the cave 
branches uff in a manifold direction. 
Here we were to choose whether to 
gp first to Kingston's bed, or to toe 
subterraneous river, or to the organ, 
and while this is undetermined, 
we stop to admire. The continual 
distillation of petrifying quality is 
evermore creating or embossing mas- 
sive column, or beautifully orna- 
menting them with fringed, or 
what our dames call filligree 
work. Sometimes the stone alfects 
the appearance of drapery like a 
many folded curtain of statuary mar- 
ble, whose serai-transparency ap- 
pears when the candle is placed be- 
hind it j the vault overhead is some- 
times roughened into an appearauce 
as if the waters of the seain a boiling 
tlate were suddenly arrested with 
petrifaction ; the edges of the rough- 
ened wave beautifully striated like 
the lips of scollops, or swelling into 
a colliflower. The continual ac- 
cumulation presents an infinite 
variety of appearances ; here bee- 
hives, there an old woman sitting and 
watching the meat at the fire; here 
is a lion, there a coach with curious 
rich embossments, which would baf- 
fle art to imitate, the tapestry of 
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crystal hanging over it in rich dis- 
play of graceful negligence, like the 
robeof Pallas which Homer describes 
floating on the ground. Taking a 
stand, I sent candles fifty yards a- 
bove me, and as many more fifty 
yards below, towards the water, to 
contemplate the vastness of the 
chamber we were in. Kingston's 
bed occupying the upper part, and 
a bank of hardened mud descending 
to the water. The roof here is one 
immense sloping rock adorned with 
petrified stalactites. The cave is 
very difficult of access in many 
places ; you Climb, you creep, and 
fetclh many a compass round to come 
at these tare exhibitions. You ima- 
gine sometimes that monks have been 
designing ah altar and altar-piece; 
at the sides are thousands of these 
little recesses which religion has de- 
vised for prayer or auricular confes- 
sion, supported on white fluted mar- 
ble pillars, and fringed with curtains 
of solid rock. But the organ ap- 
pears to me the grandest Object as it 
presents in the ensemble. We arriv- 
ed through au outer chamber of 
great magnificence, at the organ 
chamber. How I have longed for 
the pen of a Walter Scott, or the 
pencil of a West to do it justice. 
We stood at some instance from the 
base to take it all in at one view, and 
sent our kind Irish lellows, which 
is only another word tor right good 
fellows, to hold the lights. It is at 
least one hundred feet high and as 
many wide. It presents a scene of 
grandeur, similar to what 1 have 
seen at Pieaskin or Fair head in the 
county of Amrim, when you look 
op at its chisselled high wrought 
front from the sea-thore , the eliect 
liere is, if possible, greater from its 
peculiar situation. It resemble* an 
organ, with thousands and thousands 
of pipes orderly disposed, stage a- 
bpve stage t» the top, all glittering 
in cr\ stal ; the sound of the voice 
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from the roof, embossed with lustres, 
and hanging in festoons of solid 
drapery, contributes to the gran- 
deur of the scene : our silence still 
more, when imagination from full- 
ness of sensation cannot express its 
emotions. Our poor fellows brought 
jis, I suppose, an hundred weight of 
beautiful specimens torn from the 
crystal rock ; some of these are very 
fine and transparent ; but, I felt a 
religious horror as if committing 
sacrilege in carrying them a- 
way ; this they laugh at. It 
may be told for the encouragement 
of the subterranean traveller in quest 
•f nature's secrets, that we felt 119 in- 
convenience in breathing, nor did 
our candles cease to afford a brilliant 
light.' I conceive that oxygen as 
well as crystal may be generated in 
this laboratory of nature. We were 
here two bbu 1 ». The first glimpse 
of light from the little opening re- 
sembled a bright flame, or the sun 
itself. Wo to that subterranean 
wanderer, who goes far into the 
cave, and his single candle is by ac * 
cident' extinguished : fur this cave 
has, I suppose, as many mazy wind- 
ings as the labyrinth of Crete, where 
Minos shut up his daughter, 

■ " abi per mille viai secutara 
Falleret indeprensus & irremeabilit Error." 

Reaching at last the iadder, pre 
ascended to the blessed day, oar at- 
tendants paying me remarkable res- 
spec t, for when I had s;iven them all 
the silver I had, which was a few 
shillings, " Arrah, honey, we would 
not take nothing from yo>», if we. 
knew you were onrle to Mr.Grubb." 
Clogheen, Oct. 1814. A.3. 

Z* tin frtfriittrt tftki Mcl/ait Majvxuu. 

TN the course of reading Miss Edge- 
*" worth's excellent novel '* Patron- 
age;" X was sensibly- struck with 



one particular circumstance, which 
has probably occurred to others as 
well as myself. The part of the 
story I allude to, is weakly conceiv- 
ed, and though not of much mo- 
ment, deserves perhaps to be point- 
ed out ; particularly as I believe it 
has not been noticed by the review- 
ers. 

It seems that the persons who pre- 
pared the forge}] deed which con- 
veyed away the title to the Percy 
estate, not only thought it expedient 
to provide a false witness in the per- 
son of a very old man who was to at- 
test the signature of the deed, but 
also to place a six-pence underneath 
the seal, as if for the purpose of ren- 
dering the evidence of that witness 
more strong and conclusive. But 
who sees not, that such a thing 
could not possibly have this effect? 
Was it not perfectly easy for those 
who forged the deed to place the 
six-pence in the seal ? Nay, would 
not the occurrence of a thing so 
unusual rather tend to impress a 
jury with an unfavourable opinion 
of the deed in question i Indeed, 
had the six-pence been one which 
had been coined prior to the time of 
the perfecting of the deed, this might 
have given weight to the old man's 
testimony. But to this circumstance 
the forgers it seems paid no atten- 
tion. 

I believe it is not usual for im- 
portant deeds to be drawn on any 
thing but parchment. Bui had the 
deed in this instance been drawn on 
paper, the water mark would have 
betrayed the fraud in a much more 
natural manner. Miss Edgeworth 
has certainly been unhappy in so 
much" of ber story as relates to this 
incident. 

An ■Observer. 

P.S, A friend has informed me, 

that the aflah of the six- pence is 

borrowed from a story founded on 

fact. A person is supposed to have 



